BAROS

maldives

Marooned in the Maldives,
the perfect tropical paradise

AN INDIAN OCEAN DREAMLAND THAT ISN'T JUST FOR HONEYMOONERS
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the wooden walkways twinkling like sap-

ing orange, and inky black ocean beyond.
The dream-like quality extends to the
underwater spa where, this time, it's you in
the fish tank and them looking in. Imagine
the Oriental Sweetlips as they glide by,
mouthing to each other, ‘that guest's scales

dishes are

again, and you can lose yourself here too
among 12,000 bottles of delicious wine in a
circular cellar. And in case you think they've
forgotten your personal butler, he's cute,
clued-up and always available.

Huvafen has invented itself as a super lux-
ury resort but manages to make you feel so
relaxed it’s not long before you're barefoot,

clothed, and

. _

fragments of bro-

ken, damaged coral and planted them in
underwater trays in an awe-inspiring nurs-
ery on the sea bed. We snorkelled there to
see the coral beginning to flourish, regrow
and then be transplanted as small colonies
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It was painful pulling me away from
Huvafen for the 20-minute boat ride to
Baros, but little did I know there was some-
thing equally stupendous in store.

As you approach, the white-topped
Lighthouse R:smt stands cnuhtfe I.i‘l:r:l a
giant carousel, which springs to li en
the stars come out. We later discovered the

mﬁfﬂ] atmosphere and colourful menu
fulfilled as many fantasies as any fair-
ground.

On Baros you instantly feel rooted in the
Maldives. The architecture creates an exotic
Eastern atmosphere with its carved, dark
wood and vaulted , surrounded by

York bar.

when the local jazz
band emerges

the shadows and
the music drifts
through the open
air Palm
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‘he soft sand. We watched her for a good 30
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The reef is one of the best in the Maldives,
ind as if that isn't enough they take you out
»n a super slick boat in the hope that you’ll
ee the r hins.
Wewmsplmug:ylpmmuoobeum out of
the deep came a pod of around 150, and the

maldives

blissed out
But the Maldives may not be there if you
ait too lono more bleach-

HOW TO GET THERE

Britich Airaave fiv direct 1o Mala (Maldiveg)

British Airways fiy direct to Male (Maldives)
from London Gatwick operating three times
weekly from £653.30 retum including
taxes/fees/charges (www.ba.com). Rates at
Baros Maldives start at $550 (£374) per night
including breakfast, staying in a Deluxe Villa.

* For reservation, visit www.baros.com or call
0960 664 2672
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